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Symphony No. 5 in C-sharp minor

Concerto for Two Violins, “Bach Double”
by Johann Sebastian Bach

Listen for...

About the Music
What kind of piece is this?
A Concerto is a piece of music written for a solo instrument with an orchestra. In a concerto, the soloist and
orchestra can interact in different ways: the soloist could
play alone, the orchestra could play alone, the orchestra
could play something to support the soloist, or the soloist
could join in like a member of the orchestra. This concerto is a special case: it has two soloists, so it’s called a
Double Concerto.
When was it written?

An orchestra during Bach’s lifetime was
rarely more than 12 musicians. This piece
was written for just string instruments,
though Baroque orchestras could sometimes include oboes, bassoons, French
horns, trumpets, and timpani.
The first and third movements of Bach’s
Concerto are in ritornello form, meaning
they alternate between sections where
the soloists play and those where the orchestra takes over. Can you see and hear
this alternation?

It is possible that Bach wrote this when he was working at the Court of Prince Leopold in Cöthen, between
1717 and 1723. Leopold was Calvinist, so, unlike most of
Bach’s other employers, he didn’t require the composer
to write a lot of church music. Instead, Bach focused on
writing secular (not church-related) pieces like this one.
Or Bach may have written it in the early 1730s. At that
time, he was living in Leipzig and directed a group of amateur musicians who frequently got together to play orchestral and chamber music, like this. The musicians of
this group premiered a lot of Bach’s orchestral music at
Zimmerman’s Coffee Shop. Coffee shops were new and
very fashionable destinations in Germany at the time.
What is it about?
This piece has three movements: the first and third are
Johann Sebastian Bach
fast, while the middle one is slow. The fast movements
are both fugues: imitative pieces where a short melody is played by one musician or group of musicians, then repeated by another (and another, and another…). Different melodies then get woven
together. While there is still imitation in the second movement, it is much more tuneful and romantic, like a duet between two characters in an opera.
Fun Facts

About the Composer

A lot of the music Bach wrote in his life
was lost when, after his death, his son
Wilhelm sold it as scrap paper, a valuable commodity in the 18th century.

Johann Sebastian Bach | Born March 21, 1685 in Eisenach, Germany | Died July 28, 1750 in Leipzig, Germany

A crater on the planet Mercury is named
after Bach.

Bach came from a very musical family. There were at
least 50 professional musicians in his extended family.
Johann Sebastian Bach is by far the most famous. He

Family

learned violin and harpsichord from his father, Johann Ambrosius, and organ from his uncle Johann
Christoph. And his older brother, Johann Christian, probably taught him clavichord (a piano-like
instrument). Bach had twenty children, many of whom became important musicians and composers.
Music
Bach was famous as an organist – not a composer – during his lifetime. He spent his life moving
around Germany, relocating to wherever a Church or a royal court would employ him. He mostly
only wrote the music that was required of him in each job. When he worked for churches, he wrote
masses, cantatas, and organ music. And when he worked for court patrons, he composed concertos,
keyboard music, suites for solo instruments, and sonatas.

About the Performers
Aaron Berofsky & Kathryn Votapek
Aaron and Kathryn are married and they get to sit next to each other at every Ann Arbor Symphony
concert. Aaron is the Concertmaster and Kathryn is the Associate Concertmaster. They both attended the Julliard School of Music, where they played chamber music together and were stand partners
in the orchestra. Now they live in Ann Arbor, where they both teach at the University of Michigan.

Symphony No. 5 in C-sharp minor
by Gustav Mahler

About the Music
What kind of piece is this?
A Symphony is a long piece of music that usually contains four movements. These movements, or sections,
each have their own characteristics. Some movements
may be upbeat and lively, while others may be slower
and more lyrical. This symphony has five movements
and is over an hour long.
When was it written?
Mahler called himself a “summer composer” since his
career as a professional conductor kept him busy most
of the year. During the summers, he was able to get nine
months’ worth of pent-up music out of his head and
down on paper. He wrote his Fifth Symphony during the
summers of 1901 and 1902, while relaxing at his lakeside
villa.
What is it about?
Mahler divided his symphony into five movements, but
also into three larger sections. The first section (movements 1 and 2) he described as tragedy and the last section (movements 4 and 5) he said was triumphant. The
3rd movement stands alone in the middle, a hinge be-

Gustav Mahler’s wife, Alma

Listen for...
Notice how much bigger the orchestra
is for this Symphony than it was for the
Bach piece! During the 19th century,
modern instruments were developed and
the orchestra grew and grew.
In the fourth movement, only the string
instruments play. Why do you think
Mahler used just one small portion of the
orchestra to express his love for his wife?

Fun Facts
Mahler’s Third Symphony, at 95 minutes long, is the longest symphony ever
written.

tween tragedy and triumph. Mahler said this movement
was about “a human being in the full light of day, in the
prime of his life.”
The fourth movement is the most often performed piece
of Mahler’s music. A slow movement (Mahler indicated
three times in two languages that it should be very slow),
it is often used by figure skaters. Mahler wrote this movement as a love song to his wife, Alma.

About the Composer
Gustav Mahler | Born July 7, 1860 in Kalischt, Bohemia
| Died May 18, 1911 in Vienna, Austria
Family & Career

When he was four years old, Mahler discovered his
grandparents’ piano and began to play with it. He had
His Eighth Symphony was nicknamed
such talent, that he became a local wonder in his small
the “Symphony of a Thousand” because
Bohemian town. Though he didn’t come from a musical
over 150 orchestra members and 800
family, his parents supported him and encouraged him
chorus members participated in its first
to audition for the Vienna Conservatory. Mahler was recperformance.
ognized as a conductor during his lifetime, but did not
have much success as a composer until after his death.
He directed the Vienna Court Opera and the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra. Then he went to New
York to conduct the New York Metropolitan Opera and the New York Philharmonic Orchestra.
Mahler married his wife, Alma, in 1902. They had two daughters, one of whom died in childhood.
Music
Mahler rarely wrote a small piece of music. His works are almost all for large orchestras, symphonic
choruses, and operatic soloists. He wrote ten symphonies and a number of song cycles with orchestral accompaniment.
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