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Mozart Birthday Bash
Saturday, January 31, 2015
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Adagio and Fugue in C minor
Oboe Concerto in C major
Arias from The Abduction from the Seraglio

Intermission
Mozart
Mozart
Mozart

“Et Incarnatus Est” from “The Great Mass” in C minor
Exsultate, Jubilate
Symphony No. 40 in G minor

In Mozart’s hometown of Salzburg, Germany, you can buy any Mozart souvenir you can imagine: from chocolate “Mozart balls” to Mozart rubber
duckies, like these.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Born January 27, 1756 in Salzburg, Austria | Died December 5,
1791 in Vienna, Austria
Family & Career

Fun facts
Mozart wore an apron when composing
to keep the ink from his pen off his clothes.
Pens during Mozart’s lifetime were much
messier than they are today.

Mozart loved animals. He sent his family
Mozart’s parents were Leopold Mozart, a composer and mudog, a terrier named Bimperl, notes from all
sic teacher, and Anna Maria Mozart. He was the youngest
over Europe when he was on tour. In Lonof 7 children, but only Wolfgang and his sister Maria Anna
don, he once broke off a concert to run after
lived past infancy. Mozart was a musical prodigy. When he
a cat that had wandered in.
was five years old, he was already composing and performing
for kings and queens. Mozart’s father took his kids all across
Europe to perform. Mozart married a singer named Constanze Weber in 1782. They had 6 children, but only
two lived past infancy.

Mozart was as famous in his own lifetime as he is today. He composed all the time – while eating, while visiting with friends, while playing pool – and finished compositions very quickly. But he was very frustrating to
work with: he usually put things off until the last minute and did not manage his money well. After Mozart
died at age 35, the composer Joseph Haydn said that the world “will not see such talent again in 100 years.”
Music
Despite his short life, Mozart wrote over six-hundred pieces of music, including twenty operas and more
than forty symphonies. It would take more than eight whole days to listen to all of Mozart’s music.

Adagio and Fugue in C minor
About the Music

What kind of piece is this?
This is a piece for strings (no woodwind, brass, or percussion
instruments) in two parts: an adagio followed by a fugue. Adagio is a musical term that means at a slow speed. A fugue is a
piece of music where a short melody is played by one musician
or group of musicians, then repeated by another (and another,
and another…) Different melodies then get woven together.

Listen for...
When the Fugue begins, it is the basses
and cellos that play the melody. Mozart
then works his way from the lowest to
the highest instruments: violas play the
melody next, then second violins, then
first violins. Can you see the melody
move from the right side of the stage to
the left?

When was it written?
Mozart first wrote the Fugue part of this piece in 1783 to be played on two pianos. He then re-wrote it for string
orchestra in 1788 and added the Adagio.
What is it about?
The fugue was a very important musical form in the Baroque period, when Bach was composing. Mozart
wrote to his sister about his wife’s love of Bach’s fugues: “When Constanze heard [Bach’s] fugues she fell
quite in love with them. She will listen to nothing but fugues now…. Having often heard me play fugues off
the top of my head, she asked if I had ever written any down, and when I said I had not, she scolded me very
thoroughly for not having written anything in this most artistic and beautiful of musical forms….” Mozart
quickly got to work on writing down this fugue.
Listen for...
Mozart did not play a woodwind instrument. And he may have forgotten
that woodwind players – unlike string
players or piano players – need time
to breathe. He wrote some really long
phrases in this concerto. Watch to see
how long the oboist can go without taking a breath. Or how he might sneak in
a breath so quickly that no one hears it.

Oboe Concerto in C major
About the Music

What kind of piece is this?
A concerto is a piece of music written for a solo instrument
with an orchestra. In this case, the oboist is the soloist, so he
stands at the front of the stage and plays the most important
part. Concertos usually have three movements.
When was it written?

Mozart wrote this concerto in 1777 for the oboist Giuseppe
Ferlandis, who had recently joined the Archbishop’s Orchestra in Salzburg where Mozart was working. Later
that year, Mozart was asked to write a collection of flute pieces. Trying to make a quick buck, he recycled this
concerto, turning it into his second Flute Concerto. Sadly, the flutist who requested the piece figured out his
trick and refused to pay him for it.

Arias from Abduction from
the Seraglio
About the Music
What kind of piece is this?
These are two arias, or songs, from an opera.
When was it written?
Mozart wrote this opera in 1782 at the request of the Emperor
Joseph II. Italian opera was popular in Vienna at the time, but
the Emperor wanted to hear opera in his own German language. This opera turned out to be really popular.
What is it about?
Mozart watching a performance of his opera.

The opera is a silly story of two men rescuing their fiancées
from a powerful man called a Pasha. It takes place in the 18th

century in the Ottoman Empire (now Turkey). These two arias
are sung by the character Konstanze, who was kidnapped by
pirates and sold to the Pasha.
In “Ach ich liebte” (“How I loved him”), Konstanze sings of
her beloved Belmonte and how sad she is to be away from
him. She sings “Martern aller arten” (“Tortures of all kinds”)
to her friend and servant, Blonde, telling her that the Pasha is
demanding her love and threatening to torture her, but that
she will remain faithful to Belmonte.
Listen for...
The “Alleluia” section of Exsultate Jubilate is a great example of coloratura, a
style of singing in which the melody is
elaborately ornamented. With only one
word of text, Mozart was free to draw out
each syllable with many, many notes.
These strings of notes for a single syllable are called melismas.

Listen for...
When Joseph II first heard the opera he
said, “There are too many notes. Just cut
a few and it will be perfect.” Mozart replied, “There are just as many notes as
there should be.” What do you think?
Did Mozart write the right number of
notes?

The Great Mass in C
and Exsultate Jubilate
About the Music

What kind of piece is this?
These songs are all sacred music, written for use in a Catholic Church and sung in Latin.
When was it written?

Mozart wrote Exsultate Jubilate in 1773 for a friend who had starred in many of his operas. Mozart never finished his Great Mass in C, which he worked on in 1782 and 1783. Parts of it were performed in 1783, with his
wife Constanze singing “Et incarnatus est.” Mozart hoped that this performance would win him the approval
of his father-in-law, but it did not.
What is it about?
The “Et incarnatus est” is part of the Credo of a Catholic Mass. The Credo, or Creed, is when the people at
Church say or sing what they believe. “Et incarnatus est” means “And was made man” and refers to the belief
that when Jesus was born, he was God in human form. Exsultate Jubilate is a song praising God.

Symphony No. 40 in G minor
About the Music

What kind of piece is this?
A Symphony is a long piece of music containing three or four
movements. These movements, or sections, each have their
own characteristics. Some movements may be upbeat and
lively, while others may be slower and more lyrical. This symphony has four movements and is about a half-hour long.
When was it written?
Mozart wrote his last three symphonies – Number 39, 40, and
41 – in just six weeks in the summer of 1788. Nobody knows
when or if they were performed in Mozart’s lifetime.

Listen for...
The melody of the first movement is one
of the most famous symphonic themes.
Students remember it by singing along,
“This is Mo-, This is Mo-, This is Mozart!
This is Symphony, Symphony Forty!”
This symphony receives widely varying
responses from listeners. The composer
Schumann described its “lightness and
grace,” while one of Mozart’s early biographers heard “pain and grieving.” What
emotions do you hear?

