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Daugherty Route 66
Gershwin An American in Paris



Chichester Psalms
by Leonard Bernstein 

About the Music
What kind of piece is this?

This is a work for chorus and orchestra. The orchestra has no 
woodwind instruments, just strings, brass, harps and percus-
sion. The text, sung in Hebrew, comes from the Psalms of the 
Bible.

When was it written?

This piece was written in 1965 for a music festival at Chich-
ester Cathedral in England.

What is it about?

Leonard Bernstein was Jewish and this piece was written to 
be performed at a Christian Cathedral. Both of those reli-
gions include the Psalms in their religious texts. The Hebrew 
words praise God using famous texts from the Psalms such 
as “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord” and “The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want.” 

About the Composer
Leonard Bernstein | Born August 25, 1918 in Lawrence, Mas-
sachusetts | Died October 13, 1990 in New York, New York

Career

In 1943, when Bernstein was still very young, he got his first 
conducting job as assistant conductor of the New York Phil-
harmonic. One day, he was asked to substitute for the main 
conductor, who was not feeling well. With just a few hours’ 
notice, Bernstein accepted. The concert was broadcast na-
tionally on the radio. Soon orchestras all over the world were asking him to conduct them. In 1957, he con-
vinced CBS to put his Young People’s Concerts on Primetime TV. All over America, families gathered in their 
living rooms to watch Bernstein teach them about classical music. 

Violin Concerto
by Samuel Barber

About the Music
What kind of piece is this?

A Concerto is a piece of music written for a solo instrument with an orchestra. In this case, the violinist is 
the soloist, so she stands at the front of the stage and plays the most important part. This concerto has three 
parts, or movements.

Fun Facts

Leonard first played the piano when he was 
10, when his Aunt Clara stored her upright 
piano at his house. He loved everything 
about the instrument, but his father refused 
to pay for lessons. Determined, Leonard 
saved enough money for a few lessons. He 
was a natural from the start, and eventually 
his father was impressed enough to buy him 

a baby grand piano.

Listen for...

At the end of the piece, everyone sings 
and plays the same note. This is an ex-
ample of word painting, where the mu-
sic matches the text. As they all sing to-
gether, the words are “together as one.”

The inside of Chichester Cathedral (photo courtesy of Kate.) 



When was it written?

In 1939, Samuel Fels - a millionaire who made his fortune 
selling soap – asked Samuel Barber to write a violin concer-
to for his stepson to play. He paid Barber $500 upfront and 
promised him $500 when the work was done. Unfortunately, 
it became quite a pain for Barber since the stepson didn’t like 
the piece, first saying it wasn’t flashy enough and later that it 
was too hard. Annoyed at the situation, Barber secretly called 
the piece his “Soap Concerto.”

What is it about?

Barber did not indicate that this piece was about anything 
in particular. But his beautiful melodies and dramatic har-
monies might make you imagine any number of different 
things. People have compared just the first notes of the piece 
to a “pillow” or a “nice warm bubble bath.” What does it make 
you think of?

About the Composer
Samuel Barber | Born March 9, 1910 in West Chester, Penn-
sylvania | Died January 23, 1981 in New York, New York

Music

Barber is one of the most beloved composers of the 20th cen-
tury. Musicians and audiences love his music. His most popu-

lar work is the Adagio for Strings, a piece that sounds so sad that it was broadcast on radio at the announce-
ment of Franklin Roosevelt’s death, on TV when John F. Kennedy was killed, and on TV and radio at the 
announcement of Princess Diana’s death.

Route 66
by Michael Daugherty

About the Music
When was it written?

This piece was written in 1998 and first played by the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra.

What is it about?

Route 66 was one of the first highways in the United States. This 2,500-mile road connected Chicago to 
Southern California. Daugherty writes that this piece represents a journey along Route 66. 

About the Composer
Michael Daugherty | Born April 28, 1954 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Family & Career

Michael’s father was a jazz and country-western drummer, his mother was an amateur singer and tap dancer, 

Listen for...

The second movement begins with a 
long oboe solo. Can you hear when the 
violin plays that same melody later in 

the movement?

The third movement is very fast. Barber 
wrote that it was “in perpetual motion.” 
This is the movement that caused the 
stepson of the soap-millionaire to call 

the concerto “unplayable.”

In 1997, the U.S. Postal Service put Samuel Barber’s picture 
on a  first-class stamp. 

Listen for...

At the beginning of the piece, the beat of 
the brake drum – a car part used as a per-
cussion instrument – is meant to sound 
like the dashed yellow line painted down 

the middle of a 2-lane highway.



and all four of his younger brothers are professional musicians. When he was 8, Michael began teaching 
himself to play piano by mimicking his family’s player-piano. He has taught composition at the University 
of Michigan since 1991.

An American in Paris
by George Gershwin

About the Music
What kind of piece is this?

This piece is a Symphonic Poem: a single-movement work 
that is inspired by a poem, painting, landscape, or other 
source. The orchestra for this work includes saxophones and 
four car horns.

When was it written?

Gershwin wrote this piece in 1928, after spending some time 
in Paris.

What is it about?

Gershwin wrote that he tried to capture the feeling of an 
American tourist walking the streets of Paris. The traveler 
“listens to various street noises and absorbs the French at-
mosphere.” 

About the Composer
George Gershwin | Born September 26, 1898 in Brooklyn, 
New York | Died July 11, 1937 in Los Angeles, California

Career

George Gershwin left school at age 15 and became a “song 
plugger”: he went to music stores, performing new songs to 
encourage the shop-owners to sell the sheet music in their 
stores. He soon began writing songs of his own, often with his 
older brother Ira, who wrote the words.

In 1928, Gershwin traveled to Paris to study with the famous 
composition teacher Nadia Boulanger. Upon his arrival, he 
played a sample of his music for her and she replied that she 
wouldn’t teach him because she was scared of erasing the jazz 
from his musical style. Gershwin stayed in Paris anyway, where he met many other artists and authors includ-
ing Pablo Picasso and Ernest Hemingway.

Music

Gershwin wrote popular songs as well as classical concert music. He wrote Broadway musicals and one op-
era: Porgy and Bess. His famous songs include “I Got Rhythm,” “Embraceable You,” “They Can’t Take That 
Away from Me,” and “Someone to Watch Over Me.”

The dancer Fred Astaire hanging out with George Gershwin 
and his brother Ira.

Listen for...

Can you hear the Blues in the middle 
of the piece that make it sound like the 

tourist is homesick?

What do you think makes this piece 
sound like a big city rather than a small 

town?

Fun Facts

As a young boy, George would make fun of 
kids who were interested in music. But then, 
when he was 10, he heard one of his class-
mates practicing violin and he was hooked. 
He secretly started piano lessons and began 
studying both classical and popular music.


