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ARIOSO from CANTATA BWV 156   Johann Sebastian Bach, arr. by Sam Franko

Tonight’s performance of Arioso is sponsored by the Second Thursday Book Club in memory of                                  
Carl Van Appledorn

I’LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS   Kim Gannon, Walter Kent, Buck Ram; arr. by Charles Berofsky

 Tonight’s performance of “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” is sponsored by Sarah & Norm Bishara

ADAGIO IN E MAJOR, K. 261   Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

SELECTIONS from “A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS”   Vince Guaraldi

Tonight’s performance of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” is sponsored by Carol Sewell & Jeff Weikinger,               
saying thank you to everyone at the A2SO office for continuing to make the music happen                         

during this unparalleled season.

WHITE CHRISTMAS   Irving Berlin

Special thanks to Shawn Greco for his help filming the Ann Arbor scenes.

This concert is cosponsored by 

and
Tom & Debby McMullen

and is supported by a grant from



PROGRAM NOTES
BY BENJAMIN TISHERMAN

Arioso from Cantata BWV 156
Johann Sebastian Bach
Born 1685; Eisenach, Germany. Died 1750; Leipzig, Germany

Bach’s Cantata 156 is one of over 200 works composed for specific occasions in the Lutheran liturgical calendar. 
Bach wrote this particular cantata in Leipzig in 1729, for the Third Sunday after Epiphany. At this point in 
his life, Bach was employed as Kapellmeister at St. Thomas Church, a post he held from 1723 until his death 
in 1750. The Arioso – the simple, unadorned melody that begins the opening Sinfonia – was later used as 
material for a harpsichord concerto. The first movement has an irresistible, pastoral quality, beginning in F 
major before transitioning to C Major in the later movements. Some Bach scholars believe this journey from 
F to C Major – by way of a descent into a somber d minor – may represent “sickness moving towards death,” 
followed by a heavenly resolution. 

I’ll Be Home for Christmas
Kim Gannon, Walter Kent, Buck Ram

Written from the perspective of a soldier overseas during World War II, “I’ll be Home for Christmas” became 
a wartime favorite just as soon as Bing Crosby recorded it in 1943. Though it touched the hearts of Americans, 
the song was not as fondly received in Great Britain – the BBC banned it from the radio because they feared 
it would lower the morale of British troops.

Adagio in E Major, K. 261
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Born 1756, Salzburg, Austria.  Died 1791; Vienna, Austria.

After returning from Italy in March 1773, Mozart was employed as a court musician by the ruler of Salzburg, 
Prince-Archbishop Hieronymus Colloredo. The post allowed Mozart to write in many different genres, 
including the symphony, string quartet, and violin concerto. Mozart produced five of these concertos, the 
last three of which are still commonly performed today. However, despite offering Mozart the freedom to 
write what he pleased, his job at the Salzburg court forced the composer to interact with some personalities 
he wasn’t so fond of.  
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The Adagio in E, K. 261, was written for violinist Antonio Brunetti, an Italian musician at the Salzburg court. 
Mozart didn’t care too much for Brunetti, who found him uncultured and rude. The style of Italian music in 
the 1770s was, on the whole, lighter and less serious than German music. It comes as no surprise then that 
the Adagio K. 261 is actually the second attempt at a slow movement for Mozart’s Fifth Violin Concerto. 
Mozart had to rewrite the movement because Brunetti found the original too serious and stodgy. In August 
1777, Mozart resigned from his post at the Salzburg court, venturing to Mannheim, Paris, and Munich before 
settling in Vienna for the remainder of his career. 

Selections from “A Charlie Brown Christmas”
Vince Guaraldi

In April 1965, The Coca-Cola Company was looking for a special to sponsor that Holiday season. John Allen, 
a New York-based agent proposed the idea of a 30-minute “Peanuts” Christmas special, trying to capitalize off 
the show’s enormous popularity. A few phone calls later, producer Lee Mendelson and Charles Schulz were 
sketching the first ideas for a “Peanuts”-based Christmas special. The original outline had to be completed in 
less than a day in order to be ready to pitch to Coca-Cola executives. 

White Christmas
Irving Berlin

The highest grossing film of 1954, White Christmas features music and lyrics by Irving Berlin and stars Bing 
Crosby and Danny Kaye as soldiers-turned-entertainers Bob Wallace and Phil Davis. According to actor 
Rosemary Clooney, Crosby and Kaye’s comedic performance of “Sisters” was not originally in the script. The 
actors were simply joking around on set, but director Michael Curtiz thought it was so hilarious that they 
filmed it and put it in the final cut. 

During his 60-year career, Irving Berlin wrote a total of about 1,500 songs, including the scores for original 
Broadway shows and Hollywood films. His songs were nominated eight times for Academy Awards.

AARON BEROFSKY
A2SO Artistic Advisor and Concertmaster Aaron Berofsky has toured extensively 
throughout the United States and abroad, gaining wide recognition as a soloist and 
chamber musician. As soloist, he has performed with orchestras in the United States, 
Germany, Italy, Spain and Canada. He has performed the complete cycle of Mozart violin 
sonatas at the International Festival Deia in Spain and all of the Beethoven sonatas at New 
York’s Merkin Concert Hall.  His 2011 recording of the complete Beethoven sonatas with Phillip Bush has 
been met with great acclaim.

France’s Le Figaro calls his playing “Beautiful, the kind of music-making that gives one true pleasure”.  He has 
appeared in such renowned venues as Carnegie Hall, Alice Tully Hall, the 92nd Street Y, the Corcoran Gallery, 
Het Doelen, L’Octogone, Seoul National University, the Teatro San Jose and the Museo de Bellas Artes. Mr. 
Berofsky has been featured on NPR’s Performance Today and on the Canadian Broadcasting Company. His 
acclaimed recordings can be found on the Sony, Naxos, New Albion, ECM, Audio Ideas, Blue Griffin and 
Chesky labels.  Recent recital tours have taken him to Germany, Italy and Korea, and he was featured soloist 



on the 2009 NAXOS recording of music by Paul Fetler, performed by the Ann Arbor Symphony, including 
the debut recording of his Concerto No. 2.  His recording of the complete chamber music of Franz Xavier 
Mozart was released in 2013 on Equilibrium.

Mr. Berofsky was the first violinist of the Chester String Quartet for 15 years. The quartet has been acclaimed 
as “one of the country’s best young string quartets” by the Boston Globe. Tours have taken them throughout 
the Americas and Europe and the quartet members have collaborated with such artists as Robert Mann, Arnold 
Steinhardt, Franco Gulli, members of the Alban Berg quartet, Andres Diaz, Eugene Istomin and Ruth Laredo. 
Some notable projects over the years have included the complete cycles of the quartets by Beethoven and 
Dvorak, and numerous recordings by such composers as Mozart, Haydn, Barber, Porter, Piston, Kernis and 
Tenenbom. The Chester Quartet has served as resident quartet at the University of Michigan and at Indiana 
University South Bend.

An alumnus of the Juilliard School, Mr. Berofsky was a scholarship student of Dorothy DeLay. Other important 
teachers have included Robert Mann, Felix Galimir, Glenn Dicterow, Lorand Fenyves and Elaine Richey. Mr. 
Berofsky is known for his commitment to teaching and is Professor of Violin at the University of Michigan and 
served as visiting Professor at the Hochschule fur Musik in Detmold, Germany. He taught at the Meadowmount 
School of Music for many summers and is currently on the violin faculty of the Chautauqua Institution.  He has 
also given masterclasses throughout the world, including a 2013 tour of Korea which included classes at Seoul 
National University, Ewha Women’s University, Seoul Arts High School and many others.  He has also given 
classes at the Cleveland Institute, Oberlin, Eastman, the Peter de Grote festival in the Netherlands, Domaine 
Forget in Quebec, Interlochen, the Adriatic Chamber Music Festival and the Conservatorio Palma Mallorca.

Mr. Berofsky’s interest in early music led him to perform with the acclaimed chamber orchestra Tafelmusik 
on period instruments, also making several recordings with them for the Sony label.  He co-runs University of 
Michigan’s Baroque Chamber Orchestra with harpsichordist Joseph Gascho.  With a strong dedication to new 
music as well, he has worked extensively with many leading composers of the 20th and 21st centuries, performing, 
commissioning and recording music by John Cage, William Bolcom, Zhou Long, Michael Daugherty, Aaron 
Jay Kernis, Susan Botti, Morton Subotnick, Paul Fetler and Bright Sheng.

Aaron Berofsky has been concertmaster of the Ann Arbor Symphony since 2003.   He has also served as guest 
concertmaster for many orchestras throughout the U.S. and Europe.

This is Aaron Berofsky’s 15th appearance as soloist with the A2SO, in addition to many performances as first 
violinist in a quartet or trio.

CHARLES BEROFSKY
Born in 2000, Charles Berofsky is currently an undergraduate student at the Eastman 
School of Music studying piano with Alan Chow and composition with David Liptak 
as a double major. Originally from Ann Arbor, Charles began piano lessons when he was 
six years old; his primary piano teachers have been Logan Skelton and John Ellis. He has 
also studied composition with Carlos Sanchez-Gutierrez, harpsichord with William Porter, 
and organ with Scott Van Ornum.

This past semester Charles became one of the youngest students to win a concerto competition at Eastman, 
performing Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 5 with the Eastman School Symphony Orchestra in February. 
He has received two composition prizes from his school as well as a recent commission from the American 
Guild of Organists. He also performed J.S. Bach’s Keyboard Concerto in F minor with a student orchestra in 
December 2018. Other awards include honorable mention in the New York MTNA competition (Young Artist 



THANK YOU TO OUR CONCERT 
CO-SPONSOR: 
BANK OF ANN ARBOR
Bank of Ann Arbor helps the Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra enrich the quality of life in our community. 
They’re proud to help put people to work, make the dream of home ownership possible, assist local businesses 
to grow and prosper, and give back generously to others in our community. They are pleased, once again, to 
sponsor the annual A2SO Holiday Pops concert. May it make your spirits bright!

Division), first prize in the Chicago College of Performing Arts Young Composer Competition, first prizes in 
the Dearborn and Dexter Youth Artist Concerto Competitions, and first prize in the Rosalie Edwards Youth 
Artists Competition.

Charles has attended various summer music festivals in past years, including Orford, Bowdoin, Brevard, and 
Interlochen, and has performed internationally in Italy and Canada. He has also given several recitals at Glacier 
Hills Senior Living Community in Ann Arbor and composed an original score to a short film, Midwestern, 
directed and produced by students at the University of Michigan. While a student at Huron High School, 
Charles actively participated in the school’s Symphony Orchestra, Symphony Band, and Jazz Band. He performed 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 1 with Huron ensembles and he composed 
a piece for the Huron string orchestra, Repose, which was performed on the school’s 50th anniversary concert 
in January 2018. During the 2017-2018 school year he served as one of the regular organists for St. Thomas 
the Apostle Catholic Church in Ann Arbor and was the main accompanist for the church choir. Charles has 
always enjoyed playing collaboratively with other musicians and accompanies peers at Eastman frequently.

This is Charles’s second feature performance with the A2SO, in addition to having performed as a member of 
a piano quartet last spring in the Quartet Dinner series.

THANK YOU TO OUR CONCERT 
CO-SPONSORS: 
TOM & DEBBY McMULLEN
Tom and Debby McMullen are long-time Ann Arbor residents who truly 
love and value the unique qualities that make this community so special.  
They bring a special joy and enthusiasm to their charitable interests. They support the Ann Arbor Symphony 
Orchestra because of its high artistic quality and key role in the strong arts and culture community in our area.  
“Ann Arbor is a special place – the Ann Arbor Symphony and its commitment to quality from its mainstage 
concerts to its educational programs is one of the reasons why.”  Tom McMullen started McMullen Properties 
in Ann Arbor 40 years ago and Debby was one the first environmental educators for the Ann Arbor Public 
Schools. We greatly appreciate their generous support to make tonight’s concert possible.



HolidayHoliday
Pops!Pops!  

FAMILY GUIDE
Cozy up this Holiday Season and enjoy some fun

Wintertime activities from your Ann Arbor Symphony!



All About the MusicAll About the Music

Johann Sebastian Bach
Arioso from Cantata BWV 156

Bach’s Cantata 156 is one of over 200 works
composed for special occasions in the Lutheran
liturgical calendar. Bach wrote this particular
cantata in Leipzig in 1729, for the Third Sunday
after Epiphany. The Arioso–the simple,
unadorned melody that begins the opening
Sinfonia–was originally scored for oboe but has
been transcribed for nearly every instrument of
the orchestra. "I’ll Be Home For Christmas"

Music and Lyrics by Walter Kent and Kim Gannon

Written from the perspective of a soldier overseas
during World War II, “I’ll be Home for Christmas”
became a wartime favorite just as soon as Bing
Crosby recorded it in 1943. Though it touched the
hearts of Americans, the song was not as fondly
received in Great Britain–the BBC banned it from the
radio because they feared it would lower the morale
of British troops.

Selections from “A Charlie Brown Christmas”
Music by Vince Guaraldi

In April 1965, The Coca-Cola Company was looking
for a special to sponsor that Holiday season. John
Allen, a New York-based agent proposed the idea of
a 30-minute Peanuts Christmas special, trying to
capitalize off the show’s enormous popularity. A few
phone calls later, producer Lee Mendelson and
Charles Schulz were sketching the first ideas for
Peanuts-based Christmas special. The original
outline had to be completed in less than a day in
order to be ready to pitch to Coca-Cola executives.

Warm up with a mug of hot cocoa and learn the story behind
each piece of music on our Holiday Pops program!



Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Adagio in E Major, K. 261

Did you know Mozart's middle name wasn't really
Amadeus? It's true! Well, kinda ... his middle name was
actually spelled "Amadé." He only referred to himself
as such in a single letter to his brother, which he
signed jokingly as "Wolfgangus Amadeus Mozartus."

The Adagio in E, K. 261, was written for violinist
Antonio Brunetti, an Italian musician at the Salzburg
court. Mozart didn’t care too much for Brunetti, who
found him boorish and rude. 

The style of Italian music in the 1770s was, on the
whole, lighter and less serious than German music. It
comes as no surprise then that the Adagio K. 261 is
actually the second attempt at a slow movement for
Mozart’s Fifth Violin Concerto. Brunetti found the
original too serious and stodgy.

"White Christmas"
Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin

The highest grossing film of 1954, White Christmas stars
Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye as soldiers-turned-
entertainers Bob Wallace and Phil Davis. According to
actor Rosemary Clooney, Crosby and Kaye's comedic
performance of “Sisters” was not originally in the script.
The actors were simply joking around on set, but
director Michael Curtiz thought it was so hilarious that
they filmed it and put it in the final cut. 

During his 60-year career, Irving Berlin wrote a total of
about 1,500 songs, including the scores for original
Broadway shows and Hollywood films. His songs were
nominated eight times for Academy Awards.

Even More About the MusicEven More About the Music



Holiday Recipe Idea

Enjoy these delightful snowman snacks while listening to the
special Holiday performance from your Ann Arbor Symphony.

Melted SnowmanMelted Snowman
S'moresS'mores

What you'll need:
Graham Crackers

Jumbo Marshmallows
Mini Chocolate Chips 

Orange Sprinkles
Chocolate Candies



Directions
Place the marshmallow on one of the graham crackers. 
Place it in the microwave for about 10 seconds. 
Press the mini chocolate chips on the front for the eyes & mouth. 
Press on the orange sprinkle for the nose. 
Add the other graham cracker over the marshmallow. 
Place the chocolate candy on top to give your snowman a top hat. 
Enjoy!

Recipe and photo courtesy of
kitchenfunwithmy3sons.com



Rainbow SnowflakesRainbow Snowflakes
Arts & Crafts

What you'll need:
Construction paper

GluePencilSaltWatercolors

Pipettes or Paintbrushes

Step 1. Start by drawing a drawing a snowflake on a piece of construction paper. 
To draw a snowflake, start with three or four lines criss-crossing each other. 
Then add little arrow-like lines along each longer line.

Step 2.  Next, trace the lines 
you just created with liquid glue.

Activity idea and photos courtesy of
teachbesideme.com



Step 4.  Now, sprinkle salt all over your snowflake design. You might
want to have an adult help you by pouring the salt into a small bowl.  

You can make several small
snowflakes 

or one larger one!

Shake gently to cover any spots you may have missed.
 Pour any extra salt and then wait for the glue to dry. 

This may take some time. 
Activity idea and photos courtesy of

teachbesideme.com



Step 5. Now comes the fun
part! Drip and drop watercolors
right on top of the salt with the
pipette or brush. You can find
pipettes at most craft stores. 

Watch the watercolors spread and get absorbed into the salt. 
When everything is dry, you will have a beautiful, colorful snowflake!

Activity idea and photos courtesy of
teachbesideme.com



Holiday Word SearchHoliday Word Search
Puzzles and Games

 Find and circle all the holiday-themed words in this word search! Words
can appear horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.



Holiday Stocking MazeHoliday Stocking Maze
Puzzles and Games

Think you can make it through all the twists and turns in this maze? Try
to connect a single line from beginning to end. Good luck!



Coloring PagesColoring Pages
Arts & Crafts

Use crayons or colored pencils to add some creativity to these
fun holiday designs. When you've finished your masterpiece,

feel free to cut it out and display it in your home!

Design courtesy of supercoloring.com



Design courtesy of crayola.com



Design courtesy of pinterest.com


